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"Who is wise? One who learns from all persons, as it is
written, "From all my teachers I have gained understanding."
(Psalms 119.99) 

" Who is mighty? One who conquers his evil impulse, as it is
written, "He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty,
and he who rules over his spirit than he who conquers a city."
(Proverbs, 16:32) 

I bring these quotes because in the past few months we have
been addressing the issue of holiness in services and the
classes. As humans we are faced every  moment with the
question of how we make our lives meaningful. As Jews,
created in the image of God, we have a further obligation
which is to be holy. 

But what is holiness? The meaning we get from our majority
host culture is that there is a separation between sacred and
profane, that holy is something "other" that we do on special
days at special times. And, in fact, in the Havdala bracha we
make each week we do bless The One who makes a
separation between "kodesh" (holy) and "hol" (what we might
call secular). 

But in fact that distinction is only about time. Our tradition
gives us special times in which we participate and become
involved in the collective memory and activity of the tradition.
And in fact the majority of people you may know would, when
quizzed, say that holiness only took place in the realm of the
synagogue, church or mosque. 

Judaism, however, has a more global point of view. While
there are special times in which we can get in greater touch
with that which we commonly define as holy it is in fact
incumbent upon us as Jews to make every moment holy
whether it is Saturday, Tuesday or any other time in the
week. 

The Torah tells us "You shall be holy as I the Lord your God

am holy." God clearly wants us to be like God. But we are not
God; we are only human. How can we do it? 
Continued on page 3 
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This month we commemorate the 60th anniversary of the
founding of the State of Israel.  While this is definitely a
cause for celebration, our joy is tempered by the realization
that we are still at war with our neighbors, whose primary
goal is not, as they claim, a Palestinian homeland, but the
destruction of the State of Israel.   While the vast majority of
Arabs probably want peace, those that are in power do not.
Consider the following, which was sent to me today by a
friend:

THE SILENT MAJORITY

A man whose family was Jewish German aristocracy prior to
World War Two owned a number of large industries and
estates. When asked how many German people were true
Nazis, the answer he gave can guide our attitude toward
fanaticism.

“Very few people were true Nazis” he said, “but many
enjoyed the return of German pride, and many more were too
busy to care. I was one of those who just thought the Nazis
were a bunch of fools. So the majority just sat back and let it
all happen. Then, before we knew it, they owned us, and we
had lost control, and the end of the world had come. My
family lost everything. I ended up in a concentration camp
and the Allies destroyed my factories.”

We are told again and again by “experts”and “'talking heads”
that Islam is the religion of peace, and that the vast majority
of Muslims just want to live in peace.  Although this
unqualified assertion may be true, it is entirely irrelevant.  It
is meaningless fluff, meant to make us feel better, and meant
to somehow diminish the specter of fanatics rampaging
across the globe in the name of Islam. The fact is that the
fanatics rule Islam at this moment in history.
Continued on page 3

Founded 1906
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Congregation Ahavath Israel
Rabbi Tamar Crystal

On the web at
http://ahavathisraelkingston.org

100 Lucas Avenue
P.O. Box 3063

Kingston, NY 12402-3063
Telephone: 338-4409

Email: Ahavath_israel_sec1@juno.com

Congregation Officers and Staff

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Weiss
Email:president@aikny.org

1st V.P. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Daniel Rafkind
2nd VP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Weiss
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Hirsch
Recording Sec’y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geri Keyes
Corresp. Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Kowalenko
Office Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Lessner
Sisterhood Pres. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Candace Belles

The Voice
Editors: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Balzac
     Email: rbalzac@hvc.rr.com
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Rafkind
      Email: sfrafk@gmail.com

Sponsor a Shabbat Luncheon

Have a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion?
Why not sponsor a Shabbat luncheon? Starting in
October, we hope to have a monthly Shabbat luncheon.
Please consider sponsoring one. Call the office or Candy
Belles for information.

Sign up for Goodsearch.
Go to:  http://www.goodsearch.com ; Sign up for the
charity Congregation Ahavath Israel and every time you
use Goodsearch as your search engine you help make
money for the synagogue.

Sisterhood looking for someone who loves to shop and
has some free time to revitalize the Gift Shop.  Call
Chris Kowalenko at 338-8612.

Schedule of Weekly Services

Shabbat Services

Friday 7:30 pm
Saturday 9:30 am
Sunday Minyan 9:00 am

Office Hours

Tuesday - Friday
10:00-3:00
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Study and voice mail: (845) 339-3956
Emergency cellphone:(845) 901-0190
email:           rabbi.crystal@gmail.com 

Rabbi Crystal is usually available during our regular office
hours except for Tuesdays and welcomes all to drop in.
But please be advised that community meetings and visits
to those who are ill, in trouble or mourning may take her
out of the office during those times. In addition she
welcomes all who wish to make appointments after office
hours including afternoons, evenings and Sundays.
Please call or e-mail her to set up an appointment.

Cell Phones and Services

When attending synagogue on Shabbat or festivals,
please remember we are Shomer Shabbat and therefore
the use of cell phones is prohibited. Please make sure
they are turned off or on silent during services. Also be
aware that calls should not be made to the Synagogue
from sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday night on
Shabbat and including sundown to sundown on certain
festivals. Check the calender in each issue of the voice
and on our website for candle-lighting and end times.

Even thought your own observance may not be the same
as the synagogue, please make sure that no synagogue
business is conducted on Shabbat (ie: shopping for
synagogue functions, phone calls or emails to synagogue
members regarding synagogue business, etc.).

If you have specific questions please, please see the
Rabbi or any Ritual Committee Member. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.
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the following graduating seniors and Ulster

County Jewish Federation Scholarship
recipients:
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Sunday Morning breakfasts

The ritual committee decided to try and raise some funds
to provide some financial help to those synagogue
members who attend lay leader training. We have several
members who have already attended the USCJ programs
SULAM and IMUN, and one who is attending one this year.
To raise some funds to help them we are asking those who
join us for breakfast after minyon on Sundays to consider
contributing an additional $1. Since the breakfasts are
covering their costs, this is a way to voluntarily support our
lay leaders.

Some of the excess generated by Sunday mornings will go
into a fund for lay leader training. No one is required to pay
beyond the usual $2. but those that do, will help us fund
lay leaders funding.

Service Times

We are currently running our summer service times.
However attendance at the beginning of services on both
Friday night and Saturday morning has been low. In order
to do certain parts of the service we need a minyon (10
people ) and on many occasions we are a few people
short. We would appreciate it if you are attending services
that you could arrive as close to the start time as possible.
The service schedule is printed else where in The Voice, or
is available on our web site.

Shavuot

We will be celebrating Shavout Sunday June 8th and
Monday June 9th. Please join us Sunday night as we study
into the night. Several members of our congregation are

teaching sections of study. It should be an interesting
evening so please join us that night.

High Holidays

As many of you are aware with our financial situation we
will not be hiring a Cantor this year for High Holidays.
However, Rabbi is working with several members training
them to help lead sections of the High Holidays services. If
you are interested in helping with parts of the service
please see Rabbi or our Ritual Committee chairperson
Bernie King-Smith.
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Someone who loves to be in the Kitchen to
learn kitchen rules and regulations of
Kosher Conservative Kashrut.  Please call
Candy Belles at 331-8711.  Helpers always
appreciated!

Rabbi’s message continued from page 1

A midrash goes: "Once there was a King. The King had a
wonderful wine cellar. The King was afraid of robbers. He
wanted to guard his valuable wine. He hired guards.
Everyone of them was an alcoholic. For them it was very hard
to guard the wine and not drink it. For them guarding was
hard-and not drinking was hard. At the end of the day God
paid them twice as much as his ordinary guards. The
ordinary guards complained, "These alcoholics are paid twice
as much as us." The King said, "They work twice as hard as
you do." God gave the Torah to the families of Israel. God
gave us many mitzvot. God told us to guard the Torah and be
holy. This is hard for us. It is as hard as it is for alcoholics to
guard barrels of wine. But like the King, God has faith in us.
And God will reward us." (VaYikra Rabbah 34:8) 

Being holy has to be a moment by moment practice. Being
holy has to be learning about our tradition and going beyond
the gods that we make of ourselves and our store of
knowledge. Being holy only begins with recognizing that what
we do and what we say has an impact on others around us.
We cannot rest on the laurels of being good people. We
need to work twice as hard to learn to want to grow to
become more fully human each day and earn the right to be
a human created by God. 

It's not easy but, as a character on a TV show used to
remark: "If it was easy anyone could do it." 

Rabbi Crystal 

President’s Message continued from page 1

It is the fanatics who march. It is the fanatics who wage any
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one of 50 shooting wars worldwide. It is the fanatics who
systematically slaughter Christian or tribal groups throughout
Africa and are gradually taking over the entire continent in an
Islamic wave. It is the fanatics who bomb,  behead, murder,
or honor kill. It is the fanatics who take over mosque after
mosque. It is the fanatics who zealously spread the stoning
and hanging of rape victims and homosexuals.  The hard
quantifiable fact is that the “peaceful majority”, the “silent
majority” is cowed and extraneous. 

Communist Russia is comprised of Russians who just wanted
to live in peace, yet the Russian Communists were
responsible for the murder of about 20 million people. The
peaceful majority were irrelevant. China's huge population, it
was peaceful as well, but Chinese Communists managed to
kill a staggering 70 million people.  The average Japanese
individual prior to World War II  was not a warmongering
sadist. Yet, Japan murdered and slaughtered its way across
South East Asia in an orgy of killing that included the
systematic murder of 12 million Chinese civilians; most killed
by sword, shovel and bayonet.  Who can forget Rwanda,
which collapsed into butchery. Could it not be said that the
majority of Rwandans were “peaceful & loving”?

History lessons are often incredibly simple and blunt, yet for
all our powers of reason we often miss the most basic and
uncomplicated of points: Peace-loving Muslims have been
made irrelevant by their silence. Peace-loving Muslims will
become our enemy if they don't speak up, because like my
friend from Germany, they will awake one day and find that
the fanatics own them, and the end of their world will have
begun.

Peace-loving Germans, Japanese, Chinese, Russians,
Rwandans, Serbs, Afghans, Iraqis, Palestinians, Somalis,
Nigerians, Algerians, and many others have died because
the peaceful majority did not speak up until it was too late.
As for us who watch it all unfold; we must pay attention to the
only group that counts; the fanatics who threaten our
way of life.
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We are updating our Mi Shaberach List. As of 7-01-07,
names will remain on the Mi Shaberach List for one
month; unless the office has been notified to keep the
person on longer. You must call the office (338-4409)
each month that you want the person left on the list. We
would like their Hebrew name and their English name
along with the name of the person submitting this
information. Thank you for your co-operation. 

Chris Kowalenko

Congregation Ahavath Israel Burial
Benefits

Are you aware that synagogue membership allows you to
purchase burial rights in Congregation Ahavath Israel's
section of Montrepose Cemetery in Kingston? The burial
benefit plan includes the cemetery plot plus payment
toward some of the internment costs. Plan fee is based on
age at the time of enrollment. If you would like more
detailed information on the burial benefit, call the
synagogue office for a Plan description or contact the
Financial Secretary.

Congregation Ahavath Israel can now accept credit cards
in payment for dues and other fees from members.
Currently we accept payments from Mastercard, Visa, and
Diners Club. For dues payments, we can credit your
account annually, quarterly, or monthly. If you wish to pay
by credit card, we need to know your card number, the
expiration date, the amount of the credit, and the expense
which you are paying. Please make sure the numbers are
legible. After completing each transaction, we will mail a
record of the transaction to the member. Please mail the
information to the synagogue c/o Financial Secrtary. 
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JUNE - JULY YAHRZEITS  

“The L–d will guard your going out ��������	  
�
	
and your coming home, now and forever” �
������  
���  �����   - Psalm 121

27 Iyar     
June 1  

28 Iyar   
June 2     

29 Iyar   
June 3    

1 Sivan    
June 4         

2 Sivan      
June 5     

3 Sivan  
June 6     

 
4 Sivan   
June 7     

5 Sivan   
June 8      

 
  
6 Sivan   
June 9     

8 Sivan
June 11

9 Sivan    
June 12     

Rose Yaes           
Irwin Steinhart

Ernest Aaron Melamed
Rivka Buchbinder
Samuel Pauker 
Celia Schwartz 

Robert Greenwald     
Sadie Haberman
William Nitzky
Libby Schwartz

Michael Ann Davis Stern
Max Weinstein
Moe Schwartz

Anna Abramson  
Julius Lipton
Cecelia Woolfson         
Rose Siegler
Linda Pearson

Helen Davidowitz
Wilfred Lowenstein
Sidney Speigel
Mary S. Dubin

Evelyn Fertel       
Raye Katz         
Esther Markowitz       

Florence Gossett
Freda Lifshin
Ben Sherman   
David Fuchs    
David Wasserlauf

Charles H. Kronick

Sabina Eckdish 
Frances Vigden
Solomon David Eckdish

Betty Leichter  
Esther Shereshevsky
Adolph Hartman
Isidore Greenfield
Anna Levy Furst
Edith Millens Miller
Fannie Shorr

10 Sivan  
June 13  

11 Sivan  
June 14 

 

12 Sivan  
June 15  

14 Sivan  
June 17  

15 Sivan   
June 18  

16 Sivan    
June 19 

17 Sivan  
June 20 

18 Sivan   
June 21     

19 Sivan
June 22

20 Sivan
June 23

21 Sivan
June 24

22 Sivan
June 25

23 Sivan
June 26

24 Sivan
June 27

Abraham Nowick    
Herman Kreppel
Hyman Pekarowitz    

Kate Weiss      
David Gruberg  
William Gruberg
Isaac Farber    
Samuel Parnett 

Hyman Glowitz        

Joseph E. Honig 
Archer S. Kronick     

Harry Riss         
Sarah Feinberg  

Sadie J. Gruberg
William Phillip Lehr

Morris Siegal   
Carl Spiegel
Joel Stanger
    
Meyer Gasool    
Bernard Pauker
Samuel Starkman

Sidney Scheefer Scott
Alice Melamed
Esther Leventhal
Samuel Goldberg

Solomon Dubin
Ruth Isaacson
Bernard Weinstein

Lena Trabilcy    
Celia Weiss  

Rose Gerstenzang
Helen Levine Millens

Jacob Lewis
Mollie Rothenberg
David Rubenstein
Rivka Shulman

David Samuels
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25 Sivan
June 28

26 Sivan
June 29

27 Sivan
June 30

28 Sivan
July 1

29 Sivan
July 2

30 Sivan
July 3

2 Tammuz
July 5 

3 Tammuz
July 6

4 Tammuz
July 7

5 Tammuz
July 8

6 Tammuz
July 9

7 Tammuz
July 10

8 Tammuz
July 11

9 Tammuz
July 12

Herbert Lubowitt

Sam Barnovitz
Shirley Budesa     
Minnie Lurie Isaacson

Rebecca Alpert
Samuel Wilpan
Max Burg
Herman Meyer Kleinfeld
Rosalina Levine

Martin Aaron
Ray Spiegel

Reba Nitzky
Jack Katz
Frances Gossett
Kate Schoenemann
Solomon Stein
Victor Greene

Madeline Wendrow
Louis Lehner

Dorothy Denzig Krakower
William Greenwald

Judith Abrahamsen

Isadore Aaronson
Edward Gerstenzang
Malvie Friedland

Shloma Pauker
Samuel Millens
Irving Levine
Moshe (Moe) Spiegel
Goldie Werbalowsky
Hinda Wieselthier
Ann Karp

Lillian Baker
Sophie Alcon Kaplan

Philip Lichenstein
Nancy Spiegel

Herbert Siller
Ruth Barnovitz
Abraham Lurie
Edward Chugerman
Etta Zwick

Morris Barnovitz

10 Tammuz
July 13

11 Tammuz
July 14

12 Tammuz
July 15

13 Tammuz
July 16

15 Tammuz
July 18 

16 Tammuz
July 19

17 Tammuz
July 20

18 Tammuz
July 21

19 Tammuz
July 22

20 Tammuz
July 23
21 Tammuz
July 24

22 Tammuz
July 25

23 Tammuz
July 26

24 Tammuz
July 27

25 Tammuz
July 28

David Schaffer

David Pesco
Ida Siller
Milton Friedman

Albert Barson
Eleanor Farber

Louis Reichin
Joel Harold Greenstein
Joe Len
Morris Lesser
Hyman Reuben
Julius Rost

Hinda Wilpan Gordon
Bertha Lober

Marcy Head
Joseph Pauker

Mary Tepper

Manning Cohen
Ruth Head

Ida Paige
Irving Scher

Harry Schwartz
Celia Milani

William Chervin
Max Eckdish
Ella Parnett
Freida Shorr
Max Schulman

Lina Hartman
Mary Heller
Sophie Schnur
Joe Halperin
Louis Schwartz

Goldie Werbalowsky
Alvin Joseph Brett

Gussie Abrams
Samuel Wendrow

Esther Lang
Sarah Kramer



7

26 Tammuz
July 29

Pauline Lampeck
Clara Leeds
Jack Lehner
William Singer
Samuel Weinstein

27 Tammuz
July 30

28 Tammuz
July 31

Rose Brines
Jean Millens
Sarah Dean

Louis Halperin
Herman Sanders

JUNE SISTERHOOD DONATIONS 

Kitchen Fund
Rose Teitel

C h r i s Kowalenko, Gladys
Spiegler, Lisa K ing-Sm i th  and
Candy Belles at the Israel 60th

Anniversary Celebration.
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Shabbat Services
Friday 7:30 pm
            6:15 pm if dinner
Saturday 9:30 am
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

Talmud Torah
42 Omer
27 Iyar

2
Rabbi’s class 7:30

43 Omer
28 Iyar 

3

44 Omer
29 Iyar

4 
Rosh Chodesh Sivan

45 Omer
1 Sivan

5
Tea & Torah 11:00
Annual meeting 7:30

2 Sivan/ 46 Omer

6                  8:11 pm
Talmud Torah
moving up 7:30

3 Sivan/ 47 Omer

7                   9:14 pm

48 Omer
4 Sivan

8                  8:12 pm
Erev Shavuos

49 Omer
5 Sivan

9
1 day Shavuos

6 Sivan

10                9:16 pm
2 day Shavuos
Yizkor

7 Sivan

11

8 Sivan

12
Tea & Torah 11:00

9 Sivan

13                  8:14 pm

10 Sivan

14                 9:18 pm

11 Sivan

15

12 Sivan

16

13 Sivan

17

14 Sivan

18

15 Sivan

19
Tea & Torah 11:00

16 Sivan

20                8:17 pm

17 Sivan

21                9:20 pm

18 Sivan

22

19 Sivan

23

20 Sivan

24

21 Sivan

25

22 Sivan

26
Tea & Torah 11:00

23 Sivan

27                  8:17 pm

24 Sivan

28              9:20 pm

25 Sivan

29

26 Sivan

30

27 Sivan



Shabbat Services
Friday 7:30 pm
            6:15 pm if dinner
Saturday 9:30 am

	�
����
���
���
�
������
��	�
����
���
���
�
������
��	�
����
���
���
�
������
��	�
����
���
���
�
������
��
�����())*

(*����

�,�-�(*��
��� -�.+/*

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

28 Sivan

2

29 Sivan

3
Rosh Chodesh
Tammuz
Tea & Torah 11:00
30 Sivan

4                 8:17 pm
Rosh Chodesh
Tammuz

1 Tammuz

5                    9:19 pm

2 Tammuz

6

3 Tammuz

7

4 Tammuz

8

5 Tammuz

9

6 Tammuz

10
Tea & Torah 11:00

7 Tammuz

11                8:14 pm

8 Tammuz

12                  9:16 pm

9 Tammuz

13

10 Tammuz

14

11 Tammuz

15

12 Tammuz

16

13 Tammuz

17
Tea & Torah 11:00

14 Tammuz

18                8:10 pm

15 Tammuz

19                9:12 pm

16 Tammuz

 20

Fast of 17th Tammuz
17 Tammuz

21

18 Tammuz

22

19 Tammuz

23

20 Tammuz

24
Tea & Torah 11:00

21 Tammuz

25              8:04 pm

22 Tammuz

26              9:06 pm

23 Tammuz

27 

24 Tammuz

28

25 Tammuz

29

26 Tammuz

30

27 Tammuz

31
Tea & Torah 11:00

28 Tammuz


