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Submitted by Susan Rafkind

Hanukkah is a happy and inspiring Jewish holiday. The
historical events out of which Hanukkah developed mark an
important milestone in the history of the Jewish people.
Hanukkah has a message for the world at large – freedom of
worship.

The historical events, which we celebrate on Hanukkah, took
place in Palestine over 21 centuries ago. Though their
country was ruled by the king of neighboring Syria, the Jews
felt free because they were permitted to live according to their
religion and customs. The center of their interest was
Jerusalem, where the Temple stood.  But, a new king came
to the throne of Syria, the ruthless Antiochus. He forced all
his subjects to worship his god, Zeus, and he tried to force
the Jews to give up their own religion. Troops were sent to
Jerusalem to change the Jewish Temple into a temple
devoted to Zeus, filled with pagan statues. Three decrees
were issued: 1) Observance of Shabbat was punishable by
death, 2) Performing circumcision on male Jewish babies
eight days old was also punishable by death, and 3) Jews
were required to worship the gods of the Greeks and were
commanded to offer sacrifices of pigs to these gods.

In Modin, a Jewish priest named Mattathias slew a Syrian
officer who tried to erect an idol. Mattathias organized a
revolt, including his five sons, led by Judah. Judah raised a
banner with the Hebrew words, ‘Mi-chomocha ba-elim
Adonai’, “Who is like You, O Lord, among the mighty?” The
first letter of each of the Hebrew words was recombined to
spell a new word, Maccabee, which also means, “hammer”.
Miraculously, the Jews were victorious when they faced small
groups of soldiers and also when they faced a large
contingent of 40,000 soldiers sent by the Syrian army. 

Judah and his men reacted in horror to the sight of the
desecrated Temple of Jerusalem. They set about to clean
and rededicate their beloved house of worship. The word,

‘Hanukkah’, means rededication. Enough oil for only one day
was found during the clean up. It would take another eight
days for more oil to be processed and certified by the High
Priest. The lasting oil has come to symbolize the ability of
faith to endure, even in the face of religious persecution. 

While it is the general custom to light the lights of the
Hanukkah menorah, also called a ‘Hanukkiah’, in increasing
numbers, there is a conflicting theory between Hillel and
Shammai whether to increase the lights (Hillel) or decrease
the lights (Shammai), as the oil decreased in ancient times.
An extra light, called the shammash, is used to light the
Hanukkah lights. The only purpose we are to give the
Hanukkah lights is for the religious precept, and not for any
other function, such as reading.

Families gather, sing songs, recite blessings and recount the
story of Hanukkah. We often play games such as with a
dreidle, for a game of chance. The four letters which we use
in the game are nun, gimel, hey and shin. In the Diaspora,
the letters stand for the Hebrew words, ‘Nes Gadol Haya
Sham’ – a great miracle happened there. In Israel, dreidles
are often imprinted in a different way – ‘Nes Gadol Haya Po’
– a great miracle happened here.

Hanukkah raises the question of miracles and confronts us
with the greatest miracle of all – Jewish survival. Our survival
through the ages, despite ancient and modern attempts at
eradication, gives us hope today. The Israelites survived
attempts by the Amelekites, Egyptians, Greeks, and other
peoples to decimate them but miracles are not to be thought
of as happening in ancient times alone. While evil Nazi
perpetrators victimized millions of Jews, miraculously, some
survived and have lived to recount their stories of horror. 

Continued on page 3

Due to the recent death in the Weiss family, there will
be no article from our President, Jerry Weiss, this issue.

Congregation Ahavath Israel

Founded 1906
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On the web at
http://ahavathisraelkingston.org

100 Lucas Avenue
P.O. Box 3063

Kingston, NY 12402-3063
Telephone: 338-4409

Email: Ahavath_israel_sec1@juno.com

Congregation Officers and Staff

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Weiss
Email:president@aikny.org

1st V.P. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Daniel Rafkind
2nd VP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Weiss
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Hirsch
Financial Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Howie Liefer
Recording Sec’y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geri Keyes
Corresp. Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Kowalenko
Office Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Lessner
Sisterhood Pres. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Candace Belles

The Voice
Editors: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Balzac
     Email: rbalzac@hvc.rr.com
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Rafkind
      Email: sfrafk@gmail.com

Sponsor a Shabbat Luncheon

Have a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion?
Why not sponsor a Shabbat luncheon? We hope to have
a monthly Shabbat luncheon.  If you have a birthday,
anniversary or other special occasion, please consider
becoming a sponsor.  Call the office at 845-338-4490 or
Arlene Cohen at 845-339-8413 or 845-389-2342 (cell)

or gcohen@hvc.rr.com  for information.

Sign up for Goodsearch.
Go to:  http://www.goodsearch.com ; Sign up for the
charity Congregation Ahavath Israel and every time you
use Goodsearch as your search engine you help make
money for the synagogue.

The Voice is currently accepting advertisements. 
Please contact Rebecca Balzac at rb
alzac@hvc.rr.com or at 657-6682 fo
r rates and details.

Schedule of Weekly Services

Shabbat Services

Friday 6:30 pm
Saturday 9:30 am
Sunday Minyan 9:00 am

Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday
10:00-3:00

Cell Phones and Services

When attending synagogue on Shabbat or festivals,
please remember we are Shomer Shabbat and therefore
the use of cell phones is prohibited. Please make sure
they are turned off or on silent during services. Also be
aware that calls should not be made to the Synagogue
from sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday night on
Shabbat and including sundown to sundown on certain
festivals. Check the calender in each issue of The   Voice
and on our website for candle-lighting and end times.

Even though your own observance may not be the same
as the synagogue, please make sure that no synagogue
business is conducted on Shabbat (ie: shopping for
synagogue functions, phone calls or emails to synagogue
members regarding synagogue business, etc.).

If you have specific questions please, please see any
Ritual Committee Member. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Sisterhood is looking for someone who loves to shop
and has some free time to revitalize the Gift Shop.  Call
Chris Kowalenko at 338-8612.

"Hanukkah Quiz 1" - If you add up all the candles
which are lit on Hanukkah, how many candles in
total would there be?
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Continued from page 1

Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jew and lawyer who lost 40
members of his family to the Holocaust, but survived himself,
wrote a book in 1944, entitled AXIS RULE IN OCCUPIED
EUROPE, in which he coined the term, ‘genocide’, combining
genos, Greek for race, and cide, Latin for killing. He
wondered, “Why is the killing of a million a lesser crime than
the killing of a single individual?”  Recently, young thugs in
Mumbai, India, ransacked several public cites, killing many.
At the Chabad House, a place of worship and home of Jewish
emissaries, Chabad Rabbi and Rebitzin Holtzberg  and other
visitors were brutally murdered. The Holzberg’s baby son,
Moshe,  was saved miraculously when the nanny, Sandra
Samuel, ran out of the building with the little boy, Moshe, after
daring the gunmen to shoot. Are we reminded of the biblical
story in which Pharaoh’s daughter saved Moses from an
uncertain fate in the bulrushes?

In truth, we should acknowledge miracles that happen every
day. We should give blessings for the miracle of daily
awakening, the miracle of good health, that our senses are
intact, and that we can enjoy the natural beauty of the world.
Isn’t it a miracle, too, that today Judaism survives in large
cities where there are many distractions and in small towns

where there are many difficulties? We recite the
‘Michomocho prayer, which Judah Maccabee knew, and
‘Modim anachnu lach’, “We thankfully acknowledge You, our
G-d and G-d of our ancestors, Lord of eternity… We thank
You and proclaim Your praise for our lives which are in Your
hand, for our souls which are in Your care, for our miracles
which are daily with us and for Your wondrous kindness at all
times – morning, noon, and night.”
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On Sunday, December 14, there was a late morning
assembly in our Social Hall in which teachers from our
Talmud Torah led their classes in a presentation of Hanukkah
skits and songs. They performed to an audience of
enthusiastic parents, friends and siblings. Aleph through Hey
Classes presented a pageant of the Hanukkah story, led with
devotion and care by their teacher, Danielle Orville. They
spoke their lines with much enthusiasm and fanfare and
finished with great applause from the crowd. The Post B’nei
Mitzvah Class made an original presentation with political
overtones featuring a holiday debate between ' Moshebama'
and ‘John Candy McCain'. It was full of laughs with current
references to federal bailouts and the present economic
situation facing our country. After these skits, Music Teacher
Shana Fruchter led the students in a revue of Shabbat and
Hanukkah songs including a new tune called 'Hanukkah
Bamba'. It was really fun to see the children become
animated with the happy beat of the music. Pat Sokolski
presented a gift from the Talmud Torah to Shana who is
leaving us for a Semester Abroad program in England. 

Following the Hanukkah program, all the guests, teachers
and students enjoyed some holiday refreshments including
tasty hot latkes with applesauce prepared by Candy Belles.
Many thanks also to Lisa King-Smith for her generous 
assistance.
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We are updating our Mi Shaberach List. Names will
remain on the Mi Shaberach list for one month unless the
office has been notified to keep the person’s name on
longer. You must call the office (338-4409) each month
that you want the person left on the list. We would like
their Hebrew name and their English name along with the
name of the person submitting this information. Thank
you for your co-operation. 

Chris Kowalenko

Congregation Ahavath Israel Burial
Benefits

Are you aware that synagogue membership allows you to
purchase burial rights in Congregation Ahavath Israel's
section of Montrepose Cemetery in Kingston? The burial
benefit plan includes the cemetery plot plus payment
toward some of the internment costs. Plan fee is based
on age at the time of enrollment. If you would like more
detailed information on the burial benefit, call the
synagogue office for a Plan description or contact the
Synagogue office.
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By Susan Hirsch

This year’s Ulster County Israel Bonds event was held on a stormy night in late October; a time of year where weather is
usually not a factor when making plans.  However on October 28th nature was not kind and an early storm knocked out power
for a large part of our area.  As the chairperson for this event, as evening approached I was fearful of a small turnout that would
not do justice to the honorees or the importance of the evening.  I should not have worried.  Although the number of attendees
was smaller than the confirmed reservations, as people had to cancel, the warmth and love in the room was totally
encompassing.   This success was in large part due to the honorees-Barbara and Randy Rissman from Woodstock and our
own Pam Sherman, especially our own Pam Sherman.  Pam was not only an honoree; she was also put to work!  As in past
Israel Bond receptions, Pam and the Ahavath Israel Chorale led us in the singing of our national anthem and Hatkivah and
performed three very beautiful pieces.  In a perfect touch, just when the audience was feeling a bit sorry it was over; chorale
members continued singing as they returned to their seats!   I felt so proud that this wonderful group came from my synagogue.
When it was time to present Pam with her award for her contributions to Israel Bonds and her community, Bernie King-Smith
was more than up to the task as he shared with us the many facets of her accomplishments and the beautiful way she leads
her life.  Pam's acceptance speech was just great; she completely reached out and connected with everyone.  

It all added up to a beautiful and memorable evening, as in "all's well that ends well".

The Chorale will be appearing during week of December 22 at three local venues - The Mountain Valley Manor, Golden Hill
Nursing Home in Kingston, NY and Arbor Ridge in Rhinebeck, NY.  

Ahavath Israel Chorale 
Front Row (l-r) 
  Lyle Gayne, Pam Sherman,
  David Goodlife

Second Row (l-r)
  Don Yacullo, Becky Gayne
   Marian Goldhammer

Back Row (l-r)
  Micahel Becker, Leone Strauss,
  Bernie King-Smith, 
  Deborah Lundgren, 
  Jerusha Kellerhouse
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December Donations

Ahavath Israel General Fund
   In memory of:
   Jane Aronson
      From Ellen & Howard Leifer   
   Martin (Bobby Gruberg)
       From    Amy Adelman & Charles Shamoon
                   Mr. & Mrs. Martin Friedman
   Ann Honig
        From Helene & Chuck Fliegler   
   Solomon Rosenthal     
        From Murial Lader

Donations for Break-the-Fast
      From Ellen & Howard Leifer   
                Howard Messer
                Geraldine Keyes
                 Susan & Steve Hirsch
                 Ellen Steinhart
                 Bette & Stan Nitzky
                Margo & Joe Colen

Building Fund
In honor of:
     Nathan Kalina’s 90th Birthday & Bar-Mitzvah of 
     Noah (Shadow) Kammerzell
            From Rosette Teitel         

Kol Nidre Appeal
Donations from:
Lisa Brown                   
Mary V. Lessner
Eileen & Martin Kutikoff
Paul Green  
Jack & Gloria Sender         
Mr. & Mrs. Herschel Weinstein
Albert A. Katz
Bernice & Harry Fertel
Jonathan Burnstein
Donald Cohen
Lori Werner
Maxine Goodheim
N. Altman & E. Perl Altman M.D.

Beautification Fund
   In honor of:
   Nathan Kalina’s 90th Birthday
      From Harvey & Arlene Kronick

Irving & Jeanette Wilpan Prayer Book Fund
     In appreciation of:
     Bernard King-Smith
        From   Sherry & Dick Belkin
                    Felice Wilpan Larmer

Mitzvah Fund
Donation from:
Geraldine Keyes & Michael Safran
Susan & Steve Hirsch     
Ellen Steinhart         
Margo & Joe Colen
Candy & Joe Belles    
Rosette Teitel        
Ellen & Howard Leifer
Gladys Spiegler      
Albert & Ray Oppenheim
Lally &Michael Steckman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Werner
Rita & Howard Smith
Trudi Melamed-Turck
Jack Lifshin
Mr. & Mrs. Marc N. Reuben
Helen Straus
Hugh Straus
Suzanne & Jacob Neusner
Mr. & Mrs. Hy Greenspan
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Goldhirsch

DONATION TO SISTERHOOD AHAVATH ISRAEL
Kitchen Fund
   In memory of:
       Bob Gruberg who loved to prepare food
            From Rita & Howard Smith
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January Donations

Ahavath Israel General Fund
    In memory of:
    Gary Aaronson, Norm’s brother
         From Norm & Carol Aaronson
    Celia Burg
         From Dr. & Mrs. Norman Burg
     Sheldon Levy
          From Arlene & Harvey Kronick
                   Susan & Steve Hirsch
                   Carol & Jack Massaro
                   Veronica & Salvatore Sgroi
                    Mary V. Lessner
                    Robert J. Ryan
                    Jacqueline Solomon

Joseph, Sadie J. & Gerald Gruberg 
Talmud Torah Fund   
    In honor of:
    Bar Mitzvah of Noah (Shadow) Kammerzell
          From the Sanchez Family

Hy Cutler Torah Fund
    In memory of:
    Joel Steigman
         From Edna Helmrich

Mitzvah Fund
    Donation from:
        Dr. & Mrs. Norman Burg
        Margo & Joseph Colen
        Howard Leibovitch
        Rosalie Eckdish Toback
        Peter Schwalbe

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
    In memory of:
          From Elynore Rubin

 Beautification Fund
     In memory of:
     Jeanette Adin Fischweicher
          From Lawrence Adin

Memorial Plaque - Irving Reuben
     In memory of:
     Tillie Reuben
          From Marc & Jo Ann Reuben

Donations to Sisterhood Ahavath Israel

Shirley Kalina Endowment Fund
    In memory of:
    Shirley Kalina
         From Nathan Kalina

     In honor of:
     Nathan Kalina’s 90th Birthday
           From Bill & Edna Helmrich

Good and Welfare

We wish a speedy recovery to: 

Joe Belles, Sarah Rafkind, Arlene Kronick, 
Bette Nitzky, and Molly Rafalowsky. 

If you have other names to add, please send
them to the Voice editors.

“Hanukkah Quiz 2" - Chana and her sons
became martyrs rather than bow down to idols.
How many sons did she have?

"Hanukkah Quiz 3" - What is the Greek word
which is the name of the Book in which the
Book of Maccabees is found?

"Hanukkah Quiz 4" - On Hanukkah, we play
the game of draydl. In what language does the
word, 'dray' mean to spin and turn?

Answers to Hanukkah Quiz: 
1] 44 candles; 2] 7 sons; 3] Apocrypha; 4] Yiddish

DECEMBER-JANUARY  YAHRZEITS
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“The L–d will guard your going out ��������	  
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and your coming home, now and forever” �
������  
���  �����   - Psalm 121

4 Kislev   
December 1

5 Kislev   
December 2

6 Kislev    
December 3

 
7 Kislev   
December 4  

 
8 Kislev     
December 5   

9 Kislev   
December 6   

10 Kislev   
December 7

11 Kislev   
December 8 
  
12 Kislev   
December 9  

14 Kislev  
December 11
 
15 Kislev   
December 12   

16 Kislev   
December 13

Mina Weiner
Leopold Alexander
Max Porcelain
Jerry Spiesman

Harry Hyman Rubin
Fannie Aaron
Harry Isaacson
Anita Halperin
Gussie Ruchman

Sylvia Lerner Lubash
Alex Semilof
Sarah Weis
Frances Rose
George Paige
Ida Weisbrot 

David Farber
Fanny Posner
Ethel Marcus Spinner
Augusta Sherry
Michael Starkman

George Jacobson
Abraham Fiedler
Dr. Samuel Nussbaum
David Levy

Eskenozi Schleuderer Lebrow
Hortense Davis
Frieda Wilner  

Helen Cohen
Anna Leah Schiff
Morris Brett
Sam Gally

Rea Brody
Louis Greenspan        

Philip Leeds
Herman Rafalowsky
    
Anna Rainbeau
Anna Ritter

Rachel Klein
Mary Schuster Kushner  

Harry Greenspan
Eli H. Kraman

17 Kislev   
December 14

18 Kislev   
December 15

20 Kislev   
December 17

21 Kislev   
December 18

22 Kislev   
December 19

23 Kislev   
December 20

24 Kislev      
December 21 

25 Kislev   
December 22 

26 Kislev   
December 23

27 Kislev   
December 24

28 Kislev  
December 25

29 Kislev   
December 26

1 Tevet     
December 28

Claire Lubart
Mollie Black

Samuel D. Greenspan
Flora Anne Myerson
Anna Friedman
   
Margaret Levy

Nathan Badian
Joe Wasserlauf 

Hinda Luksberg
Harry Spiegel
Bella Jacobs

David Netburn 

    
Deborah Helmrich     
Mrs. Jacob Laber 

Frieda Pekarowitz       
George Schwartz 
Falek Schildhorn    

Ben Schecter          
Richard Adin
Vitta Solomon Johnston
Kate Wendrow

Florence Margolis    
Sidney Raymond   

Louis Feldman  
Jean Friedman 
Harold Seidel       

Karel Cohen         
Bertha Lehner  
Dr. Samuel Edelstein
Jacob Heller
Emil Klein

Sadie Fiedler     
Leon Millrod     
Eva Shaffer   
Joseph Rabinowitz
Arnold Klein
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2 Tevet
December 29

3 Tevet
December 30

4 Tevet
December 31

5 Tevet   
January 1 

6 Tevet    
January 2

7 Tevet    
January 3

9 Tevet  
January 5  
 
10 Tevet   
January 6  

11 Tevet
January 7  

12 Tevet
January 8  

13 Tevet
January 9   

14 Tevet
January 10 

15 Tevet
January 11  

16 Tevet
January 12 

Shirley Zwickel    
Paye Brossman  
Moishe Itelson
Rose Kirschner

Bessie Millens
Jacques Schwalbe

Carrie Sobel
William Field
William Weiss
Lillian Alpert

Nathan Finkelstein

Sarah Plasker
Louis Kalina      

Sydney Lebow 
Joseph Schweitzman
Edna L. Kessler 
Newton Teitel
Sharon Adin

Philip Rice        
David Berg   

Philip Glickman
Marilyn Werbalowsky Ronder

Fayne Grossman
Julia Werner
Joseph Jacobson

George Kramer

Morris Davidowitz
Max Plasker
Rebecca “Betty” Sultar
Joseph Weber

Yussie Greenstein
Regina Berger
Sadie Levine
Max Lewis

Bessie Feinberg
Dr. Irving Adner
Oskar Salmon
Israel Avis

Stuart Rosenthal
Yekusiel Tompkins

17 Tevet
January 13

18 Tevet
January 14

19 Tevet
January 15 

20 Tevet
January 16 

21 Tevet
January 17 

22 Tevet
January 18  

23 Tevet      
January 19  

24 Tevet  
January 20

25 Tevet  
January 21

26 Tevet  
January 22

27 Tevet    
January 23

28 Tevet  
January 24

29 Tevet  
January 25

1 Shevat 
January 26

2 Shevat
January 27

3 Shevat
January 28

Meyer Levy
Herbert Raymond Singer
Aaron Burman

Celia Steigman
Beatrice Jacobson
Louis Ross
Eva Tannin Weber

William Spiegel
Barney Millens

Jules Schwartz

Ella Kobransky

Gene Saks
Jack Furman
Michael Rand Karpin

Rose Kalina  
Blanche Lang Enzell

Harriet Aszkenas
Rev. Irving Jacobowitz

Dorothy Schecter  
Anna Danielak  

Dr. Harry Steigman   
George Margolis  

Bertha Orkoff           
Rose Siman      
Lillian Albert      

Veronika Lefkovits    
Sylvia Feinberg

Max Millens          
Bella Weinstein 
Sally Avis

Lester Simons  
Rose L. Aronofsky 
 
Rabbi David Weis    
Rosa Wolf   

Leon Grossman     
Tibie Riserashe Greenspan
Ann Krasner
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4 Shevat   
January 29

5 Shevat   
January 30

Sylvia Spiegel     
Hannah Jacobowitz
Dr. Alfred M. Berg
Abraham Werner 

David Krakower
Michael Dean    

6 Shevat
January 31

Helma Gruberg
Garson Grossman
Barnett Epstein
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Shabbat Services
Friday 6:30 pm
            6:15 pm if dinner
Saturday 9:30 am
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Beginning in January, the
Nursery Class is cancelled
until the end of the school

year.  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

5 Tevet

2         4:18 candles

6 Tevet

3        5:22 Havdalah

7 Tevet

4
No Talmud Torah

8 Tevet 

5

9 Tevet

6

10 Tevet

7
Talmud Torah restarts
Trop class 4-5 pm

11 Tevet

8

12 Tevet

9            4:25 candles

13 Tevet

10     5:29 Havdalah

14 Tevet

11

15 Tevet

12

16 Tevet

13

17 Tevet

14
Trop class 4-5 pm

18 Tevet

15

19 Tevet

16           4:32 candles

20 Tevet

17     5:37 Havdalah

21 Tevet

18

No Talmud Torah

22 Tevet

19

23 Tevet

20

24 Tevet

21
Trop class 4-5 pm

25 Tevet

22

26 Tevet

23        4:41 candles

27 Tevet

24      5:45 Havdalah

28 Tevet

25

29 Tevet

26
Rosh Chodesh
Shevat

1 Shevat

27

2 Shevat

28
Trop class 4-5 pm

3 Shevat

29

4 Shevat

30        4:50 candles

5 Shevat

31     5:54 Havdalah

6 Shevat
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