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I thought that it was very helpful for you to publish
the committee reports from the January 18th
merger status meeting. However there was a lot of
other good discussion at the meeting that would be
good to discuss as a congregation. Many questions
and issues brought up at the meeting are not
included in the committee reports. As Jerry
mentioned at the meeting, we should discuss this
with the committees as well as amongst ourselves.

Here are some of the more significant discussions
that were not included in the committee reports.

�    The definition of who is a Jew has already been
conceded to the Reform definition. So, essentially,
we are making a Reform synagogue. Shouldn't the
discussions include the different ways
Conservative and Reform Jews practice? There are
significant differences between all movements
(Reform, Reconstructionist, Conservative and Orthodox).

�   We should be looking at other options besides a
complete merger. These include separate
synagogues, sharing a building, or moving Ahavath
Israel to smaller/cheaper quarters.

�   When asked which synagogue is more needy in
the discussions it was concluded that Temple was
in more need.

�   So far all the discussions have focused on
moving to a Reform synagogue. What is in this for
Ahavath Israel if we don't need to merge?
Financially, Ahavath Israel is solvent this year and,
moving forward with a student or part time Rabbi,
we will also be solvent IN THE FUTURE.

�   So far we have excluded any input from the
leadership of the Reform and Conservative
movements. We should have them talk to both
synagogues on their form of Judaism.

�   We have no data on the success of the various
options for merging. We should get information
from both Reform and Conservative movements
on the success of the different types of mergers
being proposed, not just the one being worked on.

�   When asked the time frame for the merger, Jerry
said 6 months to 3 years.

�   Both buildings have problems and the proposal
is to close one to save money. Moving to smaller
quarters would save money in the long run with
lower utilities and repair costs. Ahavath Israel can
save money and be better financially by closing
some or all of the current building.

Continued on page 3

Founded 1906
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Congregation Ahavath Israel

On the web at
http://ahavathisraelkingston.org

100 Lucas Avenue
P.O. Box 3063

Kingston, NY 12402-3063
Telephone: 338-4409

Email: Ahavath_israel_sec1@juno.com

Congregation Officers and Staff

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jerry Weiss
Email:president@aikny.org

1st V.P. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Daniel Rafkind
2nd VP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha Weiss
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Hirsch
Financial Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Howie Liefer
Recording Sec’y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geri Keyes
Corresp. Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Kowalenko
Office Sec’y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Lessner
Sisterhood Pres. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Candace Belles

The Voice
Editors: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rebecca Balzac
     Email: rbalzac@hvc.rr.com
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Rafkind
      Email: sfrafk@gmail.com

Sponsor a Shabbat Luncheon

Have a birthday, anniversary or other special occasion?
Why not sponsor a Shabbat luncheon? We hope to have
a monthly Shabbat luncheon.  If you have a birthday,
anniversary or other special occasion, please consider
becoming a sponsor.  Call the office at 845-338-4490 or
Arlene Cohen at 845-339-8413 or 845-389-2342 (cell)

or gcohen@hvc.rr.com  for information.

Sign up for Goodsearch.
Go to:  http://www.goodsearch.com ; Sign up for the
charity Congregation Ahavath Israel and every time you
use Goodsearch as your search engine you help make
money for the synagogue.

The Voice is currently accepting advertisements. 
Please contact Rebecca Balzac at rbalzac@hvc.rr.com
or at 657-6682 for rates and details.

Schedule of Weekly Services

Shabbat Services

Friday 6:30 pm
Saturday 9:30 am
Sunday Minyan 9:00 am

Office Hours
Tuesday - Friday
10:00-3:00

Cell Phones and Services

When attending synagogue on Shabbat or festivals,
please remember we are Shomer Shabbat and therefore
the use of cell phones is prohibited. Please make sure
they are turned off or on silent during services. Also be
aware that calls should not be made to the Synagogue
from sundown on Friday to sundown on Saturday night on
Shabbat and including sundown to sundown on certain
festivals. Check the calender in each issue of The   Voice
and on our website for candle-lighting and end times.

Even though your own observance may not be the same
as the synagogue, please make sure that no synagogue
business is conducted on Shabbat (ie: shopping for
synagogue functions, phone calls or emails to synagogue
members regarding synagogue business, etc.).

If you have specific questions please, please see any
Ritual Committee Member. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Sisterhood is looking for someone who loves to shop
and has some free time to revitalize the Gift Shop.  Call
Chris Kowalenko at 338-8612.
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�   Temple Emanuel really does not have a Kosher
kitchen, though they would be interested in trying.
Many of their congregants objected when it was
suggested that they couldn't bring in meat dishes
for potlucks.

�   Several times it was brought up that Ahavath
Israel will be gone in 5 years. However, that was
based on old data which included having a full
time Rabbi. We are actually financially solvent so
we can last for many years to come. The financial
problems came from not being fiscally responsible.
By living within our means, we do not need a
merger.

�   We understand that for religious school the best
option is to have it at Temple Emanuel. However,
a community school model would work very well
for our situation, as it does in other cities where the
Conservative synagogue is still independent.

�   After several requests for clarification as to what
is in this for Ahavath Israel, there was no real
answer. To date, all discussions have started with
a Reform synagogue to see if that will work. It
would help if people advocated more for
Ahavath Israel and presented a more even set
of negotiations.

At the end of the meeting Jerry promised another
update before the end of February. We need regular
updates and open communications on this.

Bernie King-Smith
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Rabbi Kolko will be visiting us again to officiate
at the following B’Nai Mitzvot:

April 24-25 for the Bat Mitzvah of 
    Sydney Tack

May 22-23 for the Bar Mitzvah of 
       Isaac Goldowitz

May 29-30 for the Bar Mitzvah of 
       Alec Cohen

Should you have any questions for Rabbi Kolko,
he is available via e-mail and phone. His e-mail
is skolko@msn.com or phone 585-730-7097.
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Paid-up Dinner - April 26, place to be
Announced

Rummage Sale - May 3 (Set-up April 30-May
2d)

Congregation Ahavath Israel Burial
Benefits

Are you aware that synagogue membership allows you
to purchase burial rights in Congregation Ahavath
Israel's section of Montrepose Cemetery in Kingston?
The burial benefit plan includes the cemetery plot plus
payment toward some of the internment costs. Plan fee
is based on age at the time of enrollment. If you would
like more detailed information on the burial benefit, call
the synagogue office for a Plan description.
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As most of you know community service is a big
part of having a Bar/ Bat Mitzvah. For my
community service project I’m sponsoring a blood
drive with the American Red Cross. People are
suffering from lack of donations. My event will be
taking place on April 20. It will be held in our
Synagogue. This event will be taking place from 1
p.m. until 6 p.m. If you have a minute on your way
home from work or just have some spare time I
would really appreciate it if you would come help
people in need. Thank you, Sydney Tack.
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The Star of David wins again!!!

         Rabbi Wan Kenobi (Jeremy               
         Schiffres), 
         Darth Hamen ( Bernie King-Smith)
         Esther Skywalker (Rhona Schiffres)

                 

                                  

.    

                                     Zayde Yoda (Marsha Weiss) and Esther Skywalker (Rhona Schiffres)



5

Beauty Pageant

Mordechan Solo (Matthew Goldowitz) and  Esther Skywalker (Rhona Schiffres)
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The Ritual committee wants to thank everyone for a wonderful Purim megillah reading this year. It was
great to see everyone take up volunteer readings and participate in the Purim Spiel. It was also great to
see over 70 people in the audience having a wonderful time.

We want to thank Marsha Weiss for getting everyone to read, English and Hebrew, all of our amateur act
persons who took parts in the Spiel, the "Star of David Wars" - in the role of King Ahashuarus was Leon
Steiner, Mordechan Solo was Matthew Goldowitz, Esther Skywalker was Rhona Schiffres, Darth Haman
was Bernie King Smith, Jewbacca was Joe Belles, Rabbi Wan Kenobi was Jeremy Schiffres, George
Hamilton was Jerry Weiss, Suzanne Somers was Susan Rafkind, Ed Koch was Eliott Spiegel, Whoopi
Goldberg was Marion Goldhammer, Zayde Yoda was Marsha Weiss, Jar Jar Binkelstein was Mark
Schiffres, and thanks go to the students of the Talmud Torah for their contributions as Bad Guys, beauty
pageant participants and fighter pilots. 

We are also indebted to Andrea Winston for her theater experience in getting the spiel done and to Candy
and Joe for the nosh afterwards.

Many of you commented on how much fun it was to have a Purim Spiel for once. Look for another great
production next year.

The Ritual Committee.

                                  King Ahashuarus (Leon Steiner)

           Suzanne Somers (Susan Rafkind) and                          
           Whoopi Goldberg (Marion Goldhammer)
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APRIL YAHRZEITS
“The L–d will guard your going out ��������	  
�
	
and your coming home, now and forever” �
������  
���  �����   - Psalm 121

7 Nisan 
April 1

 
8 Nisan   
April 2     

9 Nisan   
April 3     

10 Nisan 
April 4     

12 Nisan 
April 6

13 Nisan  
April 7     

15 Nisan  
April 9    

16 Nisan 
April 10

17 Nisan
April 11

18 Nisan
April 12

Bertha Weber      
David Sherry     

Lillian Browne    
Emma Waas      
Rachel Berg    

David Berger      

Max Dubin       

Yisroel Ber Bobovnikoff
Miriam Margaretten 
Morris Gollup 
Bernard Alcon  
Max Friedman    

Rose Tart    
Samuel Peck 
Samuel Rothenberg

Louis Black   

Aaron Leitman
Sarah Levanthal

Toby Kinberg Leichter

Richard Kobran
Rebecca Fertel
Anna Mones
Moe Aronson
Bertha Rose
Louis Tart

20 Nisan
April 14

21 Nisan 
April 15   

22 Nisan 
April 16   

23 Nisan 
April 17    

24 Nisan 
April 18   

25 Nisan 
April 19   

26 Nisan 
April 20     

27 Nisan 
April 21

28 Nisan 
April 22

29 Nisan
April 23

Rose Basch        
Myer Firestone
Anna Greenspan  
Mollie Tevlowitz

Esther Leifer    
Morton Farber

William Halpern
Henry Lehner   
Max Fabricant

Dorothy Hutner  
Merrill Myron Stone
Jacob (Jack) Horowitz
Yitzhak Netburn

Bessie Margolis 

Hedy Klein     
Harriet Linda MaJane

Solomon Nathan Karp 

Rev. H. Jacobowitz
Gertrude Reuben 
Betty Siegal
Freida B. Lang
Aaron Heisman
Robert Szura

Gilbert Adin     
Ralph P. Aaron

Julius Goldberg
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30 Nisan
April 24   

1 Iyar   
April 25

2 Iyar      
April 26   

3 Iyar    
April 27   

Harry Abramson     

Edith Norma Seidel Basch

Sidney Samuel   
Ruth Zwilling 
Isaac Reuben

Harry Brines        
Eva Nearon        
Gertrude Z. Sussin
Sigmund Herbert Sommer
Abraham Lubart     

4 Iyar   
April 28   
 

5 Iyar    
April 29   

6 Iyar    
April 30    

Ida Daniels       
Ruth Gold
Benjamin Dubin
Nathaniel Head
Harry Krasner
Rose Lesser

Jacob Feit      
Sarah Szura 
Tania Gorochowsky
Isadore Head
Oscar Nussbaum

Samuel Barnett  

April Donations

Ahavath Israel General Fund
In memory of:
Harry Rose

From Eleanore & Alvin Werbalowsky

Sandy Weiss  
From Rita & Howard Smith
          Jean Semiloff

Alice Lieberman
From Nina & Meyer Lieberman

Rabbi Dr. D. Samuel Margules
From Nina & Meyer Lieberman

Sandra Kreines
From Rosalie Epstein 

Beautification Fund  
In memory of:
Samuel Glasner

From Shirley Adin         
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Building Fund
In memory of:
Miriam Popper, Mother

From Rita Smith

Minna Steckman
From Lally & Michael Steckman

Hyman & Eva Nearon Library Fund
In honor of my Father’s Birthday
Isidore Weinstein

From Herschel Weinstein

Dr. Mitchell Winston Fund
In memory of:
Lestor Simmons

From Sue Gurland

Miriam G. Freed Arts & Entertainment Fund
In memory of:
Norman Rafalowsky

From Rita & Howard Smith

Sylvia Starkman Fund
In memory of:
Nathan Smoller

From Alfred Smoller

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of:
Sophie Halpern

From Ellyn Halpern

Sisterhood Donations

Sisterhood Kitchen Fund
In memory of:
 Albert Lessner, beloved husband

From Mary V. Lessner
         



10

The Rabbinical Assembly Pesah Guide

This guide was prepared for the Rabbinical Assembly Committee on Jewish Law and Standards by
Rabbi Mayer Rabinowitz. It was accepted by the Committee on December 12, 1984. The last
paragraph of the introduction as well as Parts A and C under "Permitted Foods," have been amended
to reflect more recent decisions of the Committee affecting the status of peanuts, peanut oil, certain
cheeses and canned tuna.

For more information, consult the Summary Index of the Committee on Jewish Law and Standards

The Torah prohibits the ownership of hametz (leaven) during Pesah. Therefore, we arrange for the
sale of the hametz to a non-Jew. The transfer, mekhirat hametz, is accomplished by appointing an
agent, usually the rabbi, to handle the sale. It is valid and legal transfer of ownership. At the end of the
holiday, the agent arranges for the reversion of ownership of the now-permitted hametz. If ownership
of the hametz was not transferred before the holiday, the use of this hametz is prohibited after the
holiday as well (hametz she-avar alav ha-Pesah).

Since the Torah prohibits the eating of hametz during Pesah, and since many common foods contain
some admixture of hametz, guidance is necessary when shopping and preparing for Pesah.

During the eight days of Pesah, hametz cannot lose its identity in an admixture. Therefore, the
minutest amount of hametz renders the whole admixture hametz and its use on Pesah is prohibited.
However, during the rest of the year, hametz follows the normal rules of admixture, i.e. it loses its
identity in an admixture of one part hametz and sixty parts of non-hametz (batel be-shishim). This
affords us the opportunity to differentiate between foods purchased before and during Pesah.

What follows is a general guideline. However, your rabbi should be consulted when any doubt arises.
Kosher le-Pesah labels that do not bear the name of a rabbi or one of the recognized symbols of
rabbinic supervision, or which are not integral to the package, should not be used without consulting
your rabbi.

Prohibited foods include the following: leavened bread, cakes, biscuits, crackers, cereal, coffees
containing cereal derivatives, wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye, and all liquids containing ingredients or
flavors made from grain alcohol.

Most Ashkenazic authorities have added the following foods (kitniyot) to the above list: rice,
corn, millet, legumes (beans and peas; however, string beans are permitted). The Committee on
Jewish Law and Standards has ruled unanimously that peanuts and peanut oil are permissible. Some
Ashkenazic authorities permit, while others forbid, the use of legumes in a form other than their
natural state, for example, corn sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil. Sephardic authorities permit the use of
all of the above. Consult your rabbi for guidance in the use of these products.

Permitted Foods
   1. The following foods require no kosher le-Pesah label if purchased prior to Pesah: unopened
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packages or containers of natural coffee without cereal additives (However, be aware that coffees
produced by General Foods are not kosher for Passover unless marked KP); sugar, pure tea (not
herbal tea); salt (not iodized); pepper; natural spices; frozen fruit juices with no additives; frozen
(uncooked) vegetables (for legumes see above); milk; butter; cottage cheese; cream cheese; ripened
cheeses such as cheddar (hard), muenster (semi-soft) and Camembert (soft); frozen (uncooked) fruit
(with no additives); baking soda.

   2. The following foods require no kosher le-Pesah label if purchased before or during Pesah:
Fresh fruits and vegetables (for legumes see above), eggs, fresh fish and fresh meat.

   3. The following foods require a kosher le-Pesah label if purchased before or during Pesah:
All baked products (matzah, cakes, matzah flour, farfel, matzah meal, and any products containing
matzah); canned or bottled fruit juices (These juices are often clarified with kitniyot which are not
listed among the ingredients. However, if one knows there are no such agents, the juice may be
purchased prior to Pesah without a kosher le-Pesah label); canned tuna (since tuna, even when packed
in water, has often been processed in vegetable broth and/or hydrolyzed protein--however, if it is
known that the tuna is packed exclusively in water, without any additional ingredients or additives, it
may be purchased without a kosher le-Pesah label); wine; vinegar; liquor; oils; dried fruits; candy;
chocolate flavored milk; ice cream; yogurt and soda.

   4. The following processed foods (canned, bottled or frozen), require a kosher le-Pesah label if
purchased during Pesah: milk, butter, juices, vegetables, fruit, milk products, spices, coffee, tea, and
fish, as well as all foods listed in Category C.

Detergents
If permitted during the year, powdered and liquid detergents do not require a kosher le-Pesah label.

Medicine
Since hametz binders are used in many pills, the following guidelines should be followed: If the
medicine is required for life sustaining therapy, it may be used on Pesah. If it is not for life sustaining
therapy, some authorities permit, while others prohibit. Consult your rabbi. In all cases, capsules are
preferable to pills.

Kashering of Utensils
The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are used. According to halakhah,
leaven can be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil
(ke-voleo kakh poleto). Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered by boiling, those used in
broiling are kashered by fire and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by rinsing.

   1. Earthenware (china, pottery, etc.) may not be kashered. However, fine translucent chinaware
which has not been used for over a year may be used if scoured and cleaned in hot water.

   2. Metal (wholly made of metal) utensils used in fire (spit, broiler) must first be thoroughly
scrubbed and cleansed and then made as hot as possible. Those used for cooking or eating
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(silverware, pots) must be thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned and completely immersed in boiling
water. Pots should not be used for a period of at least 24 hours between the cleaning and the
immersion in boiling water. Metal baking utensils cannot be kashered.

   3. Ovens and Ranges: Every part that comes in contact with food must be thoroughly scrubbed and
cleaned. Then, oven and range should be heated as hot as possible for a half hour. If there is a broil
setting, use it. Self-cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned and then put through the
self-cleaning cycle. Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular
ovens.

   4. Microwave Ovens, which do not cook the food by means of heat, should be cleaned, and then a
cup of water should be placed inside. Then the oven should be turned on until the water disappears. A
microwave oven that has a browning element cannot be kashered for Pesah.

   5. Glassware: Authorities disagree a s to the method for kashering drinking utensils. One opinion
requires soaking in water for three days, changing the water every 24 hours. The other opinion
requires only a thorough scrubbing before Pesah, or putting them through a dishwasher.

   6. Glass Cookware: There is a difference of opinion as to whether it is to be kashered. One opinion
is that it must be kashered. After a thorough cleansing, there should be water boiled in them which
will overflow the rim. The other opinion is that only a thorough cleansing is required.

   7. Glass Bakeware, like metal bakeware, may not be kashered.

   8. Dishwasher: After not using the machine for a period of 24 hours, a full cycle with detergent
should be run.

   9. Electrical Appliances: If the parts that come into contact with hametz are removable, they can be
kashered in the appropriate way (if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils). If the parts are not
removable, the appliance cannot be kashered. (All exposed parts should be thoroughly cleaned.)

  10. Tables, Closets, and Counters: If used with hametz, they should be thoroughly cleaned and
covered, and then they may be used.

  11. Kitchen Sink: A metal sink can be kashered by thoroughly cleaning and then pouring boiling
water over it. A porcelain sink should be cleaned and a sink rack used. If, however, dishes are to be
soaked in a porcelain sink, a dish basin must be used.

  12. Hametz and Non-Passover Utensils: Non-Passover dishes, pots and hametz whose ownership
has been transferred, should be separated, locked up or covered, and marked in order to prevent
accidental use.
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Shabbat Services
Friday 7:30 pm
            7:15 pm if dinner
Saturday 9:30 am

April 2009
Talmud Torah Spring

Break 
April 5-12

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

7 Nisan

2

8 Nisan

3           7:04 candles

9 Nisan

4      8:09 Havdalah

10 Nisan

5
No Talmud Torah

11 Nisan

6

12 Nisan

7

13 Nisan

8 Erev Pesach - 
First Seder
7:11 Candles
No Talmud Torah
14 Nisan

9 Second Seder
First day Pesach

15 Nisan

10          7:13 candles

Second day Pesach

16 Nisan

11    8:17 Havdalah

Choel Ha’Mod
17 Nisan

12
No Talmud Torah

Choel Ha’Mod
18 Nisan

13

Choel Ha’Mod
19 Nisan

14       7:17 Candles

Choel Ha’Mod
20 Nisan

15
Seventh day Pesach
No Talmud Torah

21 Nisan

16
Eighth day Pesach
Board Meeting 8:30

22 Nisan

17         7:20 candles

23 Nisan

18   8:25 Havdalah

24 Nisan

19

25 Nisan

20
Blood Drive 2-7 pm

26 Nisan

21
Yom HaShoah

27 Nisan

22

28 Nisan

23

29 Nisan

24          7:28 candles
Rosh Chodesh Iyar
Services w/ Rabbi
Kolko
30 Nisan

25   8:32 Havdalah
Rosh Chodesh Iyar
 Bat Mitzvah of       
Sydney Tack
1 Iyar

26 Sisterhood Paid-
up dinner
Location TBA

2 Iyar

27

3 Iyar

28
Yom HaZikaron

4 Iyar

29
Yom HaAtzma’ut

5 Iyar

30

6 Iyar


